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  Communication between two parties only happens when the  

message is Sent, Received, Understood and Acknowledged.      

   Everything else is just noise. 
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CANWARN  COORDINATOR: 

     John  McKay, VA3BL 

 
 

      The A.R.E.S. Group Newsletter is pub-

lished monthly for members of the Oakville 

A.R.C. and the Oakville ARES Group. 

 

Editor: George Davis VE3OGP 

 

Contributions related to A.R.E.S., Amateur 

Radio in general or emergency preparedness 

are welcome. 

 

Please send articles to: 

oarc.ares@interhop.net  

Events  & Links 

 Oakville A.R.E.S. Group meeting,  April 

11,2010. 6 p.m.-9 p.m. Oakville Red 

Cross. 

 Durham Region Hamfest — April 17, 

2010 

 Mercedes-Benz 10K—Sunday April 25th, 

2010. (Oakville ARES Group) 

 Martin Street P.S. “SPRING FLING” 

Festival, June 5,2010, Milton 

 FIELD DAY June 26 and 27 

RAC Blog Site 

E-Ham.com 

Guestbook  

News Letter PDF 
(c) 

 

   The Oakville A.R.E.S. Group 

once again attended the B.A.R.C. 

Spring Fleamarket to promote 

ourselves and ARES in the Hal-

ton Region.  This year we rented 

2 tables so that we could keep the 

presentation area clear and used 

the other table area for members 

to sell their items. 

 

  While attendance at the event 

seemed lower than last year, ( the 

snowfall the night before was 

probably a factor), there was still 

some interest in our area. 

 

  Mike, VE3QSK (AEC), created 

a wonderful power point demon-

stration, promoting both ARES 

and Field Day. The membership 

letter he created for the group 

was also available for general 

distribution. 

 

  In the end we signed up two 

more members and received  

$20.91 in donations. 

  

   Thanks to all who helped out! 

PLEASE NOTE:  

THE APRIL 11th 

MEETING  IS AT 6 

p.m.—9 p.m.  
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BURLINGTON 

SPRING FLEAMAR-

KET REPORT: 

http://drhamfest.tripod.com
http://drhamfest.tripod.com
http://racblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.eham.com
http://www.oakvilleamateurs.net/vguest/index.php
http://www.oakvilleamateurs.net/ARESNEWS.html


  BACK TO BASICS 
This Page  is Dedicated to “Reminding” Us of... 
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A planned Nova Scotia Power outage turned into an unplanned 

period of silence for most Halifax radio stations last Thursday. 

 

    The outage for maintenance started at 10 a.m. and, says  

Rogers Atlantic GM, Danny Kingsbury, "Every commercial 

station in the city was down for about an hour. What was odd 

was that virtually everyone’s back up generators failed..." 

  

John 

VA3BL 

 

Rick VA3NV,EC comments: 

 

Interesting. And certainly adds purpose to our nets and testing. 

 

Things can creep up on you, too. When ARES/OARC had a 

club station at the old Red Cross building on Navy Street across 

from Oakville FD's central fire hall, we had a 5kw back up gen-

erator in case of power failure. 

 

It was tested every week to make sure that it functioned prop-

erly. On the night of the big power failure in 2004 (or was it 

2003?) we put the station on the air running on the generator. 

 

 Everything ran smoothly for an hour or so, then the generator 

died. Upon inspection, it was determined that it had run out of 

gas. We had no more gas. 

 

Nobody had thought about maintaining a fuel supply so the 

station could keep on running. Fortunately, the fire department 

across the road was kind enough to supply gasoline to get us 

back on the air. 

 

Maintenance of the generator, fuel etc. was responsibility of 

OARC's station manager. He'd never thought about running out 

of fuel. 

 

ARES volunteered to look after the generator after that. 

 

  Point being, sometimes it takes tests and exercises to see  

 

things like that. Failure during the real thing can be.... incon-

venient at best. 

 

Rick 

VA3NV 

 

John replies: 

 

  Makes you think there should have been a checklist that gets 

marked off ever week when you tested the ARES/OARC sta-

tion right? 

 

 Back at CKFM (before it was Mix 99.9) and at CFRB when-

ever we went to the transmitter site to do the weekly check, 

there was a list we had to put tick marks beside each item 

(including the level of fuel in the generator tanks hi hi!). By the 

way, we tested the generators every month at the AM site. 

 

 When we arrived for our weekly visit, we always turned the 

alarm system off and disabled the transmitter remote 

control...so the studio couldn't remotely change transmitters 

while we were working on them, etc . The last thing on the 

check off list was "put transmitter back in remote control" and 

"turn on the alarm system". 

 

 Well, the number of times people forgot to do that and left the 

building without the thing back in remote and no alarm system 

on prompted one of the engineers to build a "don't go home" 

light. It was like an exit sign over the door with a big flashing 

red bulb and you had to engage a big switch in one of the racks 

to turn it off...so as to remind you to reset the alarms and re-

mote controls before leaving! Sometimes a reminder has 

to be a sledgehammer...even for the most basic things. 

 

(c) 

  From "Broadcast Dialogue Magazine", or 

Why we have weekly nets and "test our 

equipment"... 



  

 

Subject: CANWARN Training Schedule 2010 

 

  Folks...hope everyone has been enjoying the amazing start to 

the month of March. The warm, sunny weather is a prelude to 

what we will be seeing a lot more often by late April. The return 

of warm and humid weather in April will also herald the start of 

the spring/summer severe weather season in Ontario. This se-

vere weather will take the form of powerful thunderstorms ca-

pable of producing damaging winds, flooding rains, large 

hail and tornadoes. 

  

  The 2009 season had a number of significant events. On 

July 9th three American tourists lost their lives in a fishing 

camp in Northwestern Ontario north of Dryden when a Fujita 

Scale 2 tornado moved through the camp. 

  

 On August 20th, 18 tornadoes were spawned from a series 

of supercell thunderstorms that moved over southcentral and 

eastern Ontario. These 18 tornadoes represented a new Cana-

dian record for most tornadoes in one day. Yet another mile-

stone will be reached this spring, May 31st, 2010 will be the 

25th anniversary of the Barrie and Grand Valley tornadoes...the 

last confirmed Fujita Scale 4 tornadoes to occur in On-

tario...that, between them, took 11 lives. 

 

    CANWARN volunteer storm spotters continue to play an 

integral role in Environment Canada's severe weather watch/

warning program. I would encourage you to come out to a train-

ing session near you especially if you haven't been to one in a 

few years.  

 

   By now, most of you have received your CANWARN ID 

card...many were given out during last year's training then a 

number of others were mailed out. There will be a supply of 

cards at each training session for those of you who don't have a 

card yet. In order to keep our database up-to-date, I would ask 

you to send in any changes to your contact information (i.e. new 

email address, mailing address, phone number etc..) to the can-

warn.ontarioregion@ec.gc.ca account. Also, I would appreciate 

getting emails to the cawarn.ontarioregion@ec.gc.ca account 

indicating which CANWARN training session you intend to 

participate in...this will help us get a sense of numbers ahead of 

time.  

  During the sessions this year we will also be promoting two 

email addresses that can be used to report severe weather...they 

are: 

storm.ontario@ec.gc.ca and tempete.ontario@ec.gc.ca,  

these accounts are monitored 24/7 by weather centre staff and 

represent yet another way you can provide information concern-

ing breaking weather. 

 

    On behalf of my colleagues at the Ontario Storm Prediction 

Centre, I would like to thank all of you for being a part of this 

very important program. Your timely reports of severe weather 

are greatly appreciated and help in increasing the safety and 

security of the people of Ontario. I look forward to seeing some 

of you at the training sessions this year. So without further 

ado...here are the list of this year's sessions as things stand 

now...I will be sending updates out in the coming weeks as 

other dates/venues are firmed up. 

 

 Hamilton - Saturday, April 17th 9 AM - Nash Auditorium, Wil-

cox Building, 

Chedoke Hospital, Sanitorium Road 

 

 Kitchener - Wednesday April 21st 7 PM - Bingemans Confer-

ence Centre - 

425 Bingemans Centre Drive 

 

 Toronto - Saturday, May 1st 9 AM - Environment Canada 

Headquarters 4905 

Dufferin St (Dufferin south of Steeles Avenue) 

  

Regards, 

 

Geoff Coulson 

Warning Preparedness Meteorologist | 

Météorologue de sensibilisation aux conditions menaçantes 

Ontario Region Client Services | 

Service à la clientèle, Région de l'Ontario 

Environment Canada | Environnement Canada 

Goverment of Canada | Gouvernement du Canada 

4905 Dufferin St | 4905 rue Dufferin 

Toronto, ON M3H 5T4 

 

Geoff.Coulson@ec.gc.ca 

Telephone | Téléphone 416-739-4466 

Facsimile | Télécopieur 416-739-4603 

Website | Site Web www.weatheroffice.gc.ca 

 

( Editors Note: List was edit for only local sites) 
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One Liners 
 

You may be a HAM if: 

  -You really start to miss people that you've never seen. 

                -Your exercise machine is a Morse code keyer. 

                -You walk through the plumbing section at the hardware store and see  

                antenna parts. 

                -Your neighbors thought you were nuts when you ripped up your lawn to  

                bury "chicken wire". 

                -Your next door neighbor thinks that your wife is a widow. 

 

  (Thanks to Gary, VE3TGH) 

 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at  oarc.ares@interhop.net 

(C)-“The RAC Amateur Radio Emergency Service & Design trademark is owned by Radio Amateurs of Canada Incorporated. Oakville A.R.E.S. 

Group is a licensed user of the RAC Amateur Radio Emergency Service & Design trademark.”  

 

All other images are the property of their respective owners and are used with written, verbal, or implied permission . 

Published with Microsoft Publisher©. 

 

   I have created a VE3OAK users group on black-

berry messenger.  

 

   Anyone with a blackberry that wants to join can 

contact VA3BL (newsradio6@gmail.com) for an 

invite. 

 

Once connected, messenger allows short text mes-

sages, audio transmissions, and pictures, to be 

shared  amongst everyone in the group. Just one 

more way to communicate if you're away from the 

radio! 

  

John 

VA3BL 

VE3OAK Users Group for  

Blackberry Messenger 

"You can’t build a reputation on what you’re going to do.”- 

Henry Ford 
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